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ABOUT NO COP MONEY PENNSYLVANIA 
 

No Cop Money PA (NCM PA) is a youth-led organizing project aimed at uncovering problematic 
campaign contributions from the Fraternal Order of Police (FOP) and other police unions. You 
can learn more about the history and danger of police unions here.  
 
We work to identify elected officials who are more focused on political gain than on dismantling 
systems that oppress their constituents, particularly Black constituents, and demands our 
elected officials refuse money from police unions. We also support calls for abolition/defunding 
of law enforcement, and amplify antiracist work, voices, and policies.  
 

Operating through a statewide network, No Cop Money PA connects organizers and 
organizations with common goals in an effort to maximize our collective power and hold our 
elected officials accountable to dismantling systems of oppression. We know that local 
organizers know what’s best for their communities, which is why we have Lead Organizers 
(LOs) in five different cities across the Commonwealth: Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Harrisburg, 
State College, and the Scranton/Wilkes-Barre area. LOs connect on statewide calls once per 
week to work on strategy and larger projects, while continuing to do the work within their 
communities. 

To learn more about the work of No Cop Money Pennsylvania, please visit our website at 
nocopmoneypa.com or our social media accounts @NoCopMoneyPA.  
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No Cop Money Pennsylvania 2021 Candidate Endorsement Questionnaire  
DUE TO NCM PA TEAM BY MARCH 8, 2021 

 
Thank you for your interest in No Cop Money PA's endorsement during the 2021 election cycle. 
NCM PA is looking to support progressive candidates who will fight for our communities -- not 
the FOP. Please take the time to fill out this questionnaire with as much detail as possible. 
Incomplete questionnaires or questionnaires that lack detail will not be considered. Please read 
the following carefully. 
 
You are eligible to apply for NCM PA's endorsement if you: 

1. Are running for elected office in Pennsylvania, at any level; 
2. Have signed the No Cop Money PA Pledge, committing to refuse endorsements and 

contributions from police unions both now and in the future; 
3. Are guided by strong progressive values and understand their intersections in the fight 

for justice; 
4. Are committed to fostering an anti-racist, more just Commonwealth through dismantling 

systems of oppression. 
 
Any candidate who receives an NCM PA endorsement must agree to the following: 

1. Will not accept campaign contributions or endorsements from law enforcement unions; 
2. Will publicly advocate for the mission of NCM PA; 
3. Will uplift NCM PA’s work on their social medias when asked; 
4. Will have a point person on their campaign that NCM PA can communicate with in a 

timely manner. 
 
Once endorsed, candidates will: 

1. Have full access to NCM PA’s state team and resources; 
2. Be promoted on NCM PA’s social media and within NCM PA’s networks; 
3. Be able to promote remote volunteer opportunities to the greater NCM PA community. 

 
As an organization driven by the values of transparency and accountability, all answers to NCM 
PA's endorsement questionnaire will be released to the public.  
 
For primary endorsements, completed questionnaires must be returned by March 8, 2021. 
Decisions on endorsement status will be communicated by March 22, 2021. General election 
endorsement timeline TBA. 
 
I consent to the release of my questionnaire responses and the terms of endorsement, should I 
be endorsed. 
 
__________________________________________  ___________________ 
Applicant Signature                                                                        Date 
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INSTRUCTIONS:  

Please take the time to fill out this questionnaire with as much detail as possible. 
Incomplete questionnaires or questionnaires that lack detail will not be considered.  

Make a copy of this document in its entirety, and use said copy to record your responses.  

Return completed questionnaire in PDF format to Madison Ricker, NCM PA Co-State Lead, 
at xxxxxxxxx by 11:59 PM on March 8, 2021.  

SECTION ONE: Demographic Information (for this section, please answer to your 
comfort level -- you will not be penalized for any incomplete information from Section One)  

Candidate name:  
Ed Gainey  

What gender do you identify as?  
I identify as a man  

Do you identify as a member of the LGBTQ+ community?  
No  

Do you identify as disabled?  
No  

Do you identify with a religious community? If so, which?  
Christian (Non denominational)  

Which of the following racial and/or ethnic communities do you identify 
with? Black or African American  

SECTION TWO: Information About Your Candidacy  

Tell us about who you are and why you are running.  
I was born and raised in Pittsburgh by a single teenage mom and her mother. We lived in the 
Hill District and later on Lawn Street in South Oakland. We were the second black family to 
live on the street. I remember Lawn Street feeling like a healthy community when we lived 
there. Neighbors were always looking out for one another. Kids of different races and 
backgrounds played together. The saying “It takes a village to raise a child” resonates with me 
because of that part of my life. Most of the families knew each other, watched out for each 
other, and kept an eye on us as kids, whether we liked it or not. I also remember how often 
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police officers would patrol our neighborhood because the importance of community policing 
was recognized and respected. This was the beginning of an integrated neighborhood.  

When I was seven, my family moved to the Liberty Park High & Low Rise in East Liberty. I 
watched this housing complex go from a safe place to live to one taken over by the drug 
culture; from a community where families could live in safety to one where they prayed and 
struggled to prevent their children from falling victim to the streets. Unfortunately, stories like 
mine are not unique to my family, or East Liberty. These hardships are still a reality for 
Pittsburghers of all backgrounds across all parts of our city, and many of us have waited too 
long for help that hasn’t come.  

As a child I had never met a politician. I never had an elected leader knock on my door or 
come to my school, and I don’t recall any showing up in my community to talk about the 
struggles we were facing or our dreams for the future. I know what it’s like to feel like your city 
has forgotten about you. Aspiring to become a politician was far from my radar as a young 
man.  

When asked, “Why are you running for Mayor?”, my answer is the same answer I had when I 
decided to get into politics: I understand that politics is the power to change lives, uplift 
communities, and fix what’s broken in our city. Our city is divided, but when we all lay our 
heads down at night, I believe we all share the same vision for our families, our children, our 
education, and our neighborhoods. To fulfill our vision for a better tomorrow, Pittsburgh 
deserves a mayor who will fight with all they’ve got to see the vision through.  

Tell us about your core values and vision for your community.  
I want this to be a city for everybody; Beechview and Beltzhoover, for Highland Park and the 
Hilltop, for Observatory Hill and Squirrel Hill. The work of uplifting everyone in our City has to 
start with those who have been left behind. In Pittsburgh, that means working people, people 
of color, the LGBTQIA+ community, people with disabilities, and anyone else who has been 
systematically marginalized and disenfranchised. Some communities in our city feel that 
gentrification, displacement, and an economy designed for the wealthy and well-connected 
has robbed them of a right to belong, and others feel that a lack of attention, support, and 
investment from city government has robbed them of a future. We have neighbors who feel 
forgotten: they deserve to be heard. They have a right to contribute. The problems we face 
aren’t easy to solve, but if we work together, trust each other and are honest with each other, I 
believe we can make this a place that our children could be proud of.  

Tell us why you want No Cop Money Pennsylvania’s endorsement.  
I believe we have an amazing opportunity to build a coalition to create a Pittsburgh that’s 
worthy of being called America’s Most Livable City. Not only do we want everyone to be a part 
of it, we NEED everyone to be a part of it. In order to do this, we have to talk about the wealth 
gap, healthcare disparity, education, affordable housing, responsible development, and 
accountability and reform throughout the entire criminal justice system. These challenges are 
far from new, but the way in which we tackle them will have to be. I'm seeking NCM PA’s 
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endorsement in this race because I share NCM PA's commitment to building power for 
historically marginalized communities and confronting the systemic injustices that have shaped 
life in Pittsburgh for too long.  

Have you run for office previously? If so, please provide details.  
Yes. In 2012, I was elected to the Pennsylvania House of Representatives, a position I 
continue to hold today. For most of the people I grew up with, my election was the first time 
they’d ever had a relationship with an elected official. I’ve committed my time in elected office to 
bringing new leadership and vision and building trust in the diverse neighborhoods that make 
up the 24th Legislative District. I have spent time in Harrisburg fighting for the increase of 
Pennsylvania’s Minimum Wage, transportation projects and funding for mass transit, criminal 
justice reforms, medicinal marijuana legalization, and quality education.  

Are you currently or have you ever been a member of a union? If yes, which 
union? No  

Please list all endorsements from unions, progressive organizations and progressive 
elected officials you have received up to this point & provide contact information: ● OnePA  

● Young Democrats of Allegheny County  
● Steel City Stonewall Democrats  
● SEIU Healthcare PA  
● Allegheny County Democratic Committee  
● Representative Jake Wheatley  
● County Councilwoman Bethany Hallam  
● County Councilwoman Liv Bennett  
● Pittsburgh School Board Member Devon Taliaferro  
● Pittsburgh School Board Member Pam Harbin  
● Pittsburgh School Board Member Kevin Carter  

NCM PA will be conducting a basic background check (press search, campaign finance 
records, social media review, etc.) If applicable, take this opportunity to explain anything 
particularly contentious that our team may find.  
In 2016, my State Rep Campaign Committee received two contributions from the FOP for a 
total of $500.00. I did not actively solicit these contributions, and as my legislative voting record 
clearly demonstrates, they have in no way affected the positions I have taken on legislation 
related to police or criminal justice reform. 

 

SECTION THREE: Campaign Finance & Issue Positions (a couple sentences or 
detailed bullet points are acceptable as a complete answer per each question posed)  

Campaign Finance  
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Why are you committed to rejecting contributions from police unions?  
The next Mayor of Pittsburgh will have a historic opportunity to repair the breach of trust 
between the police and the marginalized communities that have disproportionately suffered 
from over-policing, militarized policing, and the failed war on drugs. I am committed to not 
accepting contributions from police unions to send a clear signal to the people of Pittsburgh 
about my intention to be a leader on police reform, demilitarizing our police force, and investing 
in a community-oriented policing model of public safety.  

In Pennsylvania, there is a distinct lack of meaningful campaign finance laws; for example, one 
House legislator has taken hundreds of thousands of dollars from a PAC in a single donation. 
In addition, the state campaign finance database is clunky and difficult to navigate. How would 
you go about supporting improved regulation, reforming donation limits, and generally making 
campaign finance more transparent in PA?  
I support election reforms to reduce the influence of money in our political system and to 
make our elections more accessible. In the Legislature, I am the prime sponsor of H.B. 205, 
under which qualified Pennsylvanians who utilize services through the Department of 
Transportation, Department of Human Services, or Department of Military and Veterans 
Affairs would be automatically registered to vote unless they choose to opt out. I support the 
establishment of campaign finance limits and public financing in Pennsylvania elections, and 
other reforms that would make it easier for working people to vote.  

Are there any other PACs, Super PACs, and or individual donors you’re refusing to 
take contributions from? If so, who and why?  
In addition to the No Cop Money Pledge, I have taken the No Fossil Fuel Money Pledge 
to reject contributions from oil, gas, and coal industry executives, lobbyists, and PACs  
 
Policing & Prisons  

What do you believe to be the difference between defunding, reforming, and abolishing 
police? Which approach do you take and why?  
I am an advocate for police reform, which to me entails a comprehensive approach 
addressing police tactics, procedures, and culture, as well as funding. I support demilitarizing 
police equipment and training, including banning so-called “less lethal” munitions, and 
redirecting those resources into alternative, non-carceral responses to emergency calls 
regarding homelessness, substance abuse, and mental health crises. We’re failing our 
communities and our officers when we equip police like soldiers instead of public servants 
and send them to respond to situations that they were never trained for. As Mayor my focus 
would be on changing the procedures, budget, and culture of the Police Bureau to emphasize 
community orientation and accountability.  

What do you believe to be the greatest danger posed by police unions?  
I believe that all workers have the right to form unions to bargain for better conditions in their 
workplace, but police unions, as they currently operate, too often abuse that bargaining role 
that is intended to protect officers from mistreatment in the workplace to instead shield officers 
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who engage in abusive and oppressive conduct from accountability. We cannot achieve 
meaningful police reform or break the cycle of police violence in our communities without being 
able to change the culture of policing and hold officers who abuse their power accountable for 
their actions.  

What is your stance on banning the use of tear gas, rubber bullets, and other “less lethal” 
tools used by police?  
I support a ban on the use of “less lethal” munitions, and more generally a ban on the use of 
military gear and tactics. Equipping our police like soldiers escalates conflicts, breeds 
mistrust, and creates an “us vs them” mentality between police and communities.  

Policing and the carceral state are, by nature of how they’ve been designed, deeply 
intertwined. How do you/will you navigate this reality in your current or eventual political 
leadership? Policing and the failures of our criminal justice system create a vicious cycle. The 
over-policing of low-income communities, particularly communities of color, disproportionately 
places members of those communities into the criminal justice system, which in turn treats 
them more harshly because of systemic biases and unjust practices like cash bail. Unjust 
outcomes from the criminal justice system close down opportunities for working people, even if 
they are not ultimately convicted, by taking away their access to employment, housing, 
education, and social services. Lack of access to opportunities produces trauma, mental health 
crises, and desperate behavior that produces more police interactions, which starts the cycle 
over again. If elected mayor, I am committed to disrupting this cycle by implementing police 
reforms to address over-policing and divert non-violent emergency calls to non-carceral service 
providers. I’m also committed to using the moral leadership of my position to advocate for 
structural fixes that must come from outside of city government, such as the elimination of cash 
bail and probation reform.  

What would you identify as the main, or most pressing, issue with the criminal legal 
system? Why?  
The elimination of cash bail. The presumption of innocence is supposed to be a cornerstone of 
our criminal justice system, but it’s promise is hollow under a system in which your ability to 
pay determines whether you go free or get locked up while awaiting trial. Pre-trial detention 
often costs people their jobs, their housing, and families long before they ever get their day in 
court. Cash bail, in conjunction with the over-policing of low-income communities, criminalize 
poverty and completely undermine the principle of equal justice under law.  

What does reimagined public safety look like to you?  
If elected Mayor, my goal would be to create a city where no one lives in fear of crime or the 
police. To achieve this objective, we have to break the ‘us vs them’ divide between police 
and communities and restore trust. That cannot happen until we demilitarize our police force, 
end the over-policing of communities of color, stop criminalizing poverty, mental illness, and 
addiction, and change the rules of the game so that city government can hold officers 
accountable when they violate the public trust.  
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If elected, how do you plan to hold your colleagues accountable to working towards 
that reimagined vision for public safety?  
Under Pittsburgh’s ‘strong mayor’ system of government, the Mayor sets the agenda for all of 
city government, and sets the example for progress for the wider Western Pennsylvania 
region. As Mayor, I’m committed to leading by example, laying out a bold police reform 
agenda for City Council and our state legislative delegation to consider, and working with 
organizers, activists, and community partners to hold them accountable for how they respond 
to that agenda.  

Racial & class justice  

Police and prisons are critical impediments to true racial justice -- what other issue or issues 
do you see as critical impediments to racial justice?  
Environmental justice, economic justice, education justice, housing justice, transportation 
justice, justice for women, justice for the LGQTQIA+ community, and justice for the disability 
community all intersect with racial justice. Everyone in our city suffers from environmental 
hazards like poor air quality, but communities of color suffer disproportionately more because 
of development patterns that concentrate communities of color in neighborhoods that are most 
directly exposed. All workers suffer when our region’s major employers refuse to pay a living 
wage, but black and brown workers are disproportionately represented at the lowest rungs of 
the wage ladder. Skyrocketing housing costs make the lives of all working Pittsburghers more 
precarious, but systemic injustices in homeownership rates place communities of color on the 
front lines of gentrification and displacement. By every metric we use to measure inequality in 
our region, women of color face the steepest barriers. That’s why I’m committed to building a 
city where we can all belong and contribute, because I know that we can uplift the City of 
Pittsburgh for everyone if we start with those who have been left furthest behind.  

If elected, how will you address the vast economic injustice plaguing our communities? To 
build a Pittsburgh that works for working people, we need everyone to have skin in the game. 
But today, some of the biggest players in our city are sitting on the bench.City investments and 
strong unions gave previous generations of Pittsburghers an opportunity to succeed, but today 
we’re failing to use the tools of city government to lift up working people and hold our largest 
institutions accountable for doing their fair share. Vital public services like our water system are 
under threat of being sold to for-profit corporations, our major employers are paying us poverty 
wages, our largest landowners are dodging their taxes, and developers are kicking us out of 
our homes. As Mayor, I'll 1) resume the legal challenge to UPMC’s non-profit status that 
shields the healthcare giant from paying city and school district taxes, 2) support unionization 
efforts of workers at UPMC and other major employers to create a fairer economy for workers, 
3) end unaccountable tax giveaways and financial incentives for major corporations, 3) 
increase both public and private investments in workforce development, and 4) expand 
opportunities for wealth accumulation for disadvantaged communities by expanding the 
resources and contracting opportunities available to black- and brown-owned businesses.  

What role does understanding and combating environmental racism play in your leadership? 
Environmental racism is an enormous challenge confronting our region. Communities of color 
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are disproportionately affected by negative health outcomes associated with exposure to 
pollution, particularly air pollution generated from manufacturing and fossil fuel extraction and 
deteriorating homes constructed with toxic materials. As Mayor, I would continue efforts 
underway to eliminate all lead water service lines in the PWSA system by 2026, work with 
Council to pass a comprehensive lead safety law to address the causes of lead exposure in 
the built environment, and work to disrupt real estate development patterns that push low-
income and at-risk populations to live in areas affected by historic and ongoing environmental 
hazards.  

We know that compounding inequalities -- particularly those related to race and gender like 
that experienced by Black women (racism & sexism) or Black trans folx (racism & 
transphobia) -- make accessing justice even more difficult for impacted communities. How 
will you or do you address this reality?  
Intersectional injustice requires an intersectional response. If we attempt to solve problems 
and address exclusion in silos, people who face multiple forms of oppression end up falling 
through the cracks. Breaking through those silos requires active leadership instead of 
academic managerialism, and an inclusive leadership team that understands how inequalities 
compound for our most marginalized communities. As Mayor I’m committed to a zero-harm, 
zero-exclusion agenda that lifts everyone up by focusing on those who have been left furthest 
behind, defending their right to belong and contribute, and treating them like the assets that 
they are for our City. As referenced above and in the question, ample research tells us that 
black women and black trans folx face the steepest barriers to inclusion in Pittsburgh. The time 
for simply talking about that reality is over, we need action, and we need to elevate leaders 
who have those lived experiences and trust in their leadership to arrive at solutions. I’m 
committed to doing so in my administration, both through the staffing of the administration itself 
and through the partnerships we’ll establish with activist and community leaders to shape 
policy and change the culture of our City.  

What is your plan to address and fight for gun violence prevention? 

In the legislature, I am the prime sponsor of HB 770, which would ban the possession, 
purchase, transfer, use, and manufacture of an assault weapon. I support efforts to 
implement similar measures at the local level, including the ban enacted by Pittsburgh City 
Council in the wake of the Tree of Life shooting.  

What role do you believe access to adequate and dignified affordable housing can have 
on bringing justice to our communities?  
Everyone wants to have a place to call home. One of the greatest things about Pittsburgh is 
our unique neighborhoods and - until recently - affordable housing. We’re a city built by 
working people, for working people.  

But as explosive growth has driven housing prices beyond what most working Pittsburghers 
can afford, things have changed. While luxury development transforms mixed-income 
communities into playgrounds for the wealthy, many Pittsburghers are being forced out of 
neighborhoods where they’ve lived for generations, while in other neighborhoods a complete 
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lack of investment and support leaves residents feeling forgotten and abandoned. No one 
wants to be pushed out or forgotten; at the end of the day, we all want to belong.  

I believe that access to healthy, affordable housing for everyone is a bedrock requirement for 
building a just city because until we provide everyone with the security of a stable place to 
live, we rob them of their ability to reach their full human potential.  

As Mayor, I will: 1) using the leverage of the City’s planning process to demand community 
benefit agreements, labor peace agreements, and inclusionary contracting practices from 
private developers rather than rubber stamping their plans, 2) deploying tools like Community 
Land Trusts, the Land Bank, and Inclusionary Zoning to build neighborhoods that are 
accessible for everyone, and 3) focusing the resources of the Housing Authority and URA on 
expanding affordable housing options, preventing displacement, and protecting neighborhoods 
from predatory development.  

How do you see public infrastructure and public transit relating to justice, equity, and access? 
Housing insecurity, inadequate transit access, and exposure to environmental hazards are 
intersecting and compounding sources of the growing inequality in our region. Building a city 
where everyone is included and has the opportunity to realize their full potential requires 
addressing these injustices in a coordinated way, by building housing that is not only 
affordable, but free from toxic building materials, accessible by mass transit, and located such 
that it does not further reinforce the concentration of low-income communities in areas with 
higher exposure to environmental hazards.  

What do you see as the importance of doing coalitional work and working across lines of 
difference? How do you enact coalitional and intersectional work environments within 
your campaign? 

I’ve always been committed to building coalitions around shared goals and values, even when 
not everyone agrees completely. People-powered politics requires working across lines of 
difference on strategy or level of priority, so long as there is a shared commitment to 
foundational values of justice and equity. As a state legislator and as a candidate, I’ve focused 
on bringing people together around a shared vision of uplifting the City of Pittsburgh for 
everyone, starting with those who have been left behind, because I believe that while our City 
is divided, we all fundamentally share the same vision for our families, our children, and our 
neighborhoods. At the same time, successful coalitional politics requires that everyone has an 
equitable seat and voice at the table. As Mayor, I am committed not only to authentically and 
directly engaging with communities myself, but also to staffing my administration with 
individuals of diverse backgrounds, identities, and points of view so that my administration is 
reflective of the City it serves.  

Budgeting  

Divestment from problematic programs and services like police forces is important -- but 
what that divested money is then re-invested in matters. What do you believe we need to 
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invest in? Budgets are moral documents that codify our most fundamental commitments. As 
Mayor, I would prioritize increasing investment in affordable housing, reallocating resources 
from militarized policing to community oriented responses, ending tax giveaways to major 
corporations, creating business opportunities for MWDBEs, and rebuilding the city workforce.  

In addition to overhauling the budget itself, I would also reform the budget writing process. The 
budget is the most important piece of local legislation considered every year, and the people 
should be integral to the process. As Mayor I would initiate the community input process in the 
first quarter to provide more time for robust public participation, fund more robust and 
accessible public feedback sessions, provide greater accountability by creating a new budget 
website that provides detailed line-item information about sources, uses, and contracts, and 
establish people-centered outcome metrics to assess budget performance beyond dollars and 
cents.  

What is your stance on taxing corporations and the rich?  
I support a more progressive tax structure that ends tax giveaways to the wealthy and well 
connected and makes them pay their fair share. While the PA Constitution’s Uniformity 
Clause and Republican-backed preemption laws seriously limit the ability of local 
governments to establish truly progressive local tax systems, we have an enormous 
opportunity to deliver tax justice in Pittsburgh by challenging the tax exempt status of UPMC. 
UPMC is the region’s biggest employer and largest landholder, but it pays nothing in city or 
school district property taxes. Taxing UPMC would free the city and school district from 
having to make false choices about resource allocation and invest in improving the lives of 
working families.  

Education 

What is your stance on police in public schools? Do you have an alternative vision for 
ensuring school safety?  
I do not support a police presence in schools, which I view as an extension of the over-policing 
of low income communities and the first stop on the school-to-prison pipeline. Criminalizing 
students for basic misbehavior initiates a vicious cycle that excludes them from opportunities to 
learn and grow and increases the likelihood of future, more serious police interactions. We 
need non-carceral, community-based responses to student misbehavior that rely on 
mentorship and restorative justice instead of immediately placing students into the criminal 
justice system. As a State Representative, and have partnered with and supported the work of 
organizations like MAD DADS to address issues in the schools in my district without involving 
the police.  

What do you see as the relationship between educational outcomes and freedom/liberation 
for minority, marginalized, and targeted communities? How would you work to improve those 
outcomes?  
Every student deserves a high quality education delivered in a nurturing environment, and 
every family deserves access to quality schools regardless of what neighborhood they live in. 
Pittsburgh Public Schools (PPS) are governed and administered separately from City 
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government, but you can’t have a strong city without good schools, and you can’t have good 
schools without a strong city. As Mayor I am committed to 1) taking on the non-profit status of 
our City’s largest non-profit corporations so that they begin paying their fair share of city and 
school district taxes, ensuring that the district can make decisions based on what’s best for 
students free from false choices about resources, 2) Partnering with the PPS administration to 
ensure that PPS students have access to out-of-school-time supports and services through the 
Dept. of Parks and Recreation so that every child has the same opportunity to learn and 
succeed and every child is safe and nurtured in the classroom and in their neighborhood, 3) 
addressing social determinants of health that also act as major impediments to student 
achievement, such as housing cost-burden, inadequate access to transit, and exposure to 
pollution. If elected, my administration would prioritize investments in affordable housing, 
transportation, living-wage jobs, reducing pollution, and safe and affordable drinking water to 
protect and improve the health of all Pittsburghers and ensure that all students enter school 
ready to learn.  
 
Youth Empowerment  

No Cop Money PA is an organization run largely by youth and student organizers. As such, 
we want to know: what does your commitment to youth look like? What policies do you 
believe in that will propel youth forward?  
The protest movement against police violence that swept our city last summer, the largest and 
most sustained wave of activism our city has seen in decades, was largely organized and led 
by high school students. The youth of our city, and our country, understand more acutely than 
anyone else in our society what Dr. King called “the fierce urgency of now.” I am committed to 
lifting up and following the leadership of young Pittsburghers as they struggle toward a more 
equitable city for us all, and as Mayor I will ensure that our youth have a seat - and a voice - at 
the policy making table, so that my administration and City Council can hear from them what 
policies they believe will propel them, and our city as a whole, forward. For my part, I’m 
committed to ending the turf battles of the past with the school board and forming a genuine 
partnership with PPS to ensure that the City and the District work together to ensure that our 
students have access to the support they need and are safe and nurtured in the classroom and 
in their neighborhood.  

SECTION FOUR: STRENGTHENING THE MOVEMENT  

Please tell us in which of the following ways you are willing to help build and support No Cop 
Money PA and the wider movement for racial justice, outside of commitments outlined in the 
terms of endorsement. Please check all that apply.  

[X] I will meet with NCM PA members and leaders at least once per year.  

[X] I will participate in virtual and/or in-person town halls with NCM PA leaders 
and community members.  
[X] I will encourage my supporters to join the NCM PA listserve and join a local 
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chapter.  
[X] I will list NCM PA’s endorsement (and logo when appropriate) in campaign 
communications and on campaign website.  
[X] I will publish a press release announcing my NCM PA endorsement. 
[X] When applicable, I will publicly describe myself as a NCM PA endorsed 
candidate.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Thank you for completing the NCM PA endorsement questionnaire. Please ensure the 
completed questionnaire is submitted in PDF format to Madison Ricker, NCM PA Co-
State Lead, at xxxxxxxx by 11:59 PM on March 8, 2021. 
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INTERNAL REVIEW PROCESS 
 

1. Participating members of the No Cop Money Pennsylvania state team will agree to the 
conditions outlined within the Bias Acknowledgement Agreement, included in public 
endorsement packets. 

2. Participating members of the NCM PA state team will complete rubrics grading each 
applicant prior to our deliberation meeting. Applicants with a minimum score of 80, as 
determined by averages on an aggregate rubric, will move into verbal deliberation. 
Deliberations have a maximum duration of 20 minutes. 

3. Team members will have a thorough discussion about each candidate. Notes will be 
taken and will be included in public endorsement packets. If multiple applicants are 
applying for endorsement for the same race, specific notes around that deliberation will 
be included in all relevant packets.  

4. In the event of multiple candidates being deemed worthy of endorsement within the 
same race, the candidate with the higher overall average score will be endorsed. 

5. Candidates must receive a ⅔ majority vote to be endorsed. 
6. Prior to public release, names and contact information of NCM PA team members will be 

redacted from all documents to ensure the safety of our organizers. 
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BIAS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AGREEMENT 
 
As a member of the No Cop Money Pennsylvania State Team, I acknowledge that I am to 

remain unbiased while reviewing endorsement questionnaires. If, for any reason, I believe I 

cannot remain unbiased--whether it be due to a personal relationship with the candidate(s), a 

work relationship with the candidate(s), or other--I will abstain from the scoring, deliberation, and 

voting processes for said candidate(s).  

 

ALL PARTICIPATING STATE TEAM MEMBERS HAVE AGREED TO THE TERMS OUTLINED 

ABOVE. 
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No Cop Money PA - 2021 Primary Election Endorsement Aggregate Rubric 
 
Candidate Name: Ed Gainey 

Review Date: 3/19 

Total team members submitting rubrics: 5 

Abstentions: 2 

 

Notes on scoring: When scoring out of 5 points, 5 = exemplary, goes above and beyond; 4 = 

good, hits all necessary points; 3 = acceptable, could use improvement; 2 = lackluster, needs 

significant improvement; 1 = inadmissible, misses the point; 0 = no answer 

 
MINIMUM TOTAL SCORE TO MOVE INTO VERBAL DELIBERATION: 80 

 
Positions on Campaign Finance  

CATEGORY AVERAGE SCORE 

Understanding of historical and contemporary 
harm caused by FOP 

 4.2/5 (3, 4, 5, 5, 4) 

Valuing of community & individual needs over 
corporate & special interests 

 5/5 (5, 5, 5, 5, 5) 
 

Attention to detail & knowledge of structural 
issues regarding campaign finance in PA 

 5/5 (5, 5, 5, 5, 5) 

Other (write in)   

Total 14.2/15 
 
Positions on Policing & Prisons 

CATEGORY AVERAGE SCORE 

Stance on police & prison abolition  2.2/5 (1, 2, 4, 1, 3) 

Stance on demilitarization  5/5 (5, 5, 5, 5, 5) 

Knowledge and acknowledgement of racist 
history of police & prisons 

 4.8/5 (5, 4, 5, 5, 5) 

Commitment to accountability & reimagining  4.6/5 (5, 5, 5, 5, 3) 
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public safety 

Other (write in)  

Total 16.6/20 
 
Positions on Racial & Class Justice 

CATEGORY AVERAGE SCORE 

Focus on intersectionality & effects of 
intersecting oppressions  

 4.8/5 (5, 5, 5, 4, 5) 

Commitment to economic accessibility 
(affordable housing, public transit, etc..) 

 5/5 (5, 5, 5, 5, 5) 

Attention to detail & knowledge of structural 
issues regarding racial & class injustice 

 5/5 (5, 5, 5, 5, 5) 

Other (write in)  

Total 14.8/15 
 
Positions on Budgeting 

CATEGORY AVERAGE SCORE 

Explicit stance on taxing corporations & 
wealth redistribution 

 4.7/5 (5, 5, 4, 5, 4.5) 

Attention to detail & creativity and tangibility 
regarding community reinvestment 

 4.7/5 (5, 5, 5, 5, 3.5) 

Other (write in)  

Total 9.4/10 
 
Positions on Education 

CATEGORY AVERAGE SCORE 

Knowledge of school to prison pipeline & 
criminalization of youth of color 

 5/5 (5, 5, 5, 5, 5) 

Attention to detail & creativity and tangibility 
regarding school safety 

 4.6/5 (5, 5, 4, 5, 4) 

Other (write in)  

Total 9.6/10 
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Positions on Youth Empowerment  

CATEGORY AVERAGE SCORE 

Genuine commitment to youth & youth issues  4.8/5 (5, 5, 4, 5, 5) 

Specificity & attention to detail in discussion 
of youth issues 

 4.6/5 (5, 5, 4, 5, 4) 

Other (write in)  

Total 9.4/10 
 
General Categories 

CATEGORY AVERAGE SCORE 

Overall Commitment to anti-racism  5/5 (5, 5, 5, 5, 5) 

Overall Centering of Community Voices  5/5 (5, 5, 5, 5, 5) 

Strength of Public-facing Advocacy & 
Positions 

 4.8/5 (5, 5, 5, 5, 4) 

Congruence of Positions & Actions  4.7/5 (5, 5, 4, 5, 4.5) 

Total 19.5/20 

 
“Bonus Points” 

CATEGORY SCORE; DECIDED BY MAJORITY 
AGREEMENT 

Overall knowledge of history on the issues 1 

Other PAC/donor rejections (re: corporations, 
environmental threats, etc…) 

1 

Union membership  (up to 1) 

Interactions with NCM PA online 
(commitment to uplifting anti-police state 
content) 

1 

Other (aggregated from above categories; 
please list) 

 (up to 1) 
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Total 3 

 
Aggregated totals 

CATEGORY SCORE TOTALS 

Positions on Campaign Finance   14.2/15 

Positions on Policing & Prisons  16.6/20 

Positions on Racial & Class Justice  14.8/15 

Positions on Budgeting  9.4/10 

Positions on Education  9.6/10 

Positions on Youth Empowerment  9.4/10 

General Categories  19.5/20 

Bonus Points  3 

OVERALL TOTAL  96.5/100  
 
 
CANDIDATE HAS ADVANCED TO VERBAL DELIBERATION. 
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No Cop Money PA - 2021 Primary Election Endorsement Individual Rubric 
 
Candidate Name: Ed Gainey 

Reviewed By:  xxxxxxxxxx                 

Review Date: 3/17/2021 

 

Notes on scoring: When scoring out of 5 points, 5 = exemplary, goes above and beyond; 4 = 

good, hits all necessary points; 3 = acceptable, could use improvement; 2 = lackluster, needs 

significant improvement; 1 = inadmissible, misses the point; 0 = no answer 

 
Positions on Campaign Finance  

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Understanding of historical 
and contemporary harm 
caused by FOP 

  4/5 

Valuing of community & 
individual needs over 
corporate & special interests 

  5/5 

Attention to detail & 
knowledge of structural 
issues regarding campaign 
finance in PA 

  5/5 

Other (write in)    

Total  14/15 
 
Positions on Policing & Prisons 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Stance on police & prison 
abolition 

Interested in reforming rather 
than abolishing 

 2/5 

Stance on demilitarization   5/5 

Knowledge and 
acknowledgement of racist 
history of police & prisons 

Discusses the racism in the 
cash bail system but fails to 
elaborate on his stance on 
prisons past that 

 4/5 
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Commitment to accountability 
& reimagining public safety 

  5/5 

Other (write in)   

Total  16/20 
 
Positions on Racial & Class Justice 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Focus on intersectionality & 
effects of intersecting 
oppressions  

Very detailed and thorough 
understanding of 
intersectionality 

 5/5 

Commitment to economic 
accessibility (affordable 
housing, public transit, etc..) 

  5/5 

Attention to detail & 
knowledge of structural 
issues regarding racial & 
class injustice 

  5/5 

Other (write in)   

Total  15/15 
 
Positions on Budgeting 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Explicit stance on taxing 
corporations & wealth 
redistribution 

  5/5 

Attention to detail & creativity 
and tangibility regarding 
community reinvestment 

  5/5 

Other (write in)   

Total  10/10 
 
 
 
Positions on Education 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 
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Knowledge of school to 
prison pipeline & 
criminalization of youth of 
color 

  5/5 

Attention to detail & creativity 
and tangibility regarding 
school safety 

  5/5 

Other (write in)   

Total  10/10 
 
Positions on Youth Empowerment  

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Genuine commitment to 
youth & youth issues 

 5 /5 

Specificity & attention to 
detail in discussion of youth 
issues 

 5 /5 

Other (write in)   

Total  10/10 
 
General Categories 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Overall Commitment to anti-
racism 

  5/5 

Overall Centering of 
Community Voices 

 5 /5 

Strength of Public-facing 
Advocacy & Positions 

 5 /5 

Congruence of Positions & 
Actions 

 5 /5 

Total  20/20 

 
“Bonus Points” 
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CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Overall knowledge of history 
on the issues 

  (up to 1) 

Other PAC/donor rejections 
(re: corporations, 
environmental threats, etc…) 

 + 1 (up to 1) 

Union membership   (up to 1) 

Interactions with NCM PA 
online (commitment to 
uplifting anti-police state 
content) 

  (up to 1) 

Other (aggregated from 
above categories; please list) 

  (up to 1) 

Total   (up to 5) 

 
 
TOTALS 

CATEGORY SCORE TOTALS 

Positions on Campaign Finance   14/15 

Positions on Policing & Prisons  16/20 

Positions on Racial & Class Justice  15/15 

Positions on Budgeting 10 /10 

Positions on Education  10/10 

Positions on Youth Empowerment  10/10 

General Categories  20/20 

Bonus Points +1 (up to 5) 

OVERALL TOTAL  96/100 (plus 5 possible “bonus points”) 
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No Cop Money PA - 2021 Primary Election Endorsement Individual Rubric 
 
Candidate Name: Ed Gainey 

Reviewed By: xxxxxxx 

Review Date: 3/18/21  

 

Notes on scoring: When scoring out of 5 points, 5 = exemplary, goes above and beyond; 4 = 

good, hits all necessary points; 3 = acceptable, could use improvement; 2 = lackluster, needs 

significant improvement; 1 = inadmissible, misses the point; 0 = no answer 

 
Positions on Campaign Finance  

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Understanding of historical 
and contemporary harm 
caused by FOP 

  5/5 

Valuing of community & 
individual needs over 
corporate & special interests 

 5/5 

Attention to detail & 
knowledge of structural 
issues regarding campaign 
finance in PA 

  5/5 

Other (write in)    

Total  15/15 
 
Positions on Policing & Prisons 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Stance on police & prison 
abolition 

Deff wanted to see a small 
plan if possible about a road 
to abolition. However glad he 
is on the right w/ police 
reform at least. This might 
have more of a “time will tell 
the actions” outcome.  

4 /5 
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Stance on demilitarization   5/5 

Knowledge and 
acknowledgement of racist 
history of police & prisons 

  5/5 

Commitment to accountability 
& reimagining public safety 

 5/5 

Other (write in)   

Total  19/20 
 
Positions on Racial & Class Justice 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Focus on intersectionality & 
effects of intersecting 
oppressions  

  5/5 

Commitment to economic 
accessibility (affordable 
housing, public transit, etc..) 

Enjoy the comments about 
more affordable housing for 
people.Crossing my fingers 
that the possible plans make 
the homes / ares affordable 
for the residents that are from 
and live in Pgh.  

 5/5 

Attention to detail & 
knowledge of structural 
issues regarding racial & 
class injustice 

  5/5 

Other (write in)   

Total  15/15 
 
Positions on Budgeting 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Explicit stance on taxing 
corporations & wealth 
redistribution 

Deff very much in the right 
direction, could’ve been more 
detailed in possibly how that 
could play out. Or in brief 
synopsis.  

 4/5 

Attention to detail & creativity Enjoyed he segment  5/5 
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and tangibility regarding 
community reinvestment 

“community input process” 
b/c I feel like a lot of political 
processes don’t actually 
involve the citizens that live 
within the area that these 
policies are in. And they’re 
just stuck voting for yes or no, 
instead of being vien the 
chance for real input.  

Other (write in)   

Total  9/10 
 
Positions on Education 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Knowledge of school to 
prison pipeline & 
criminalization of youth of 
color 

 5 /5 

Attention to detail & creativity 
and tangibility regarding 
school safety 

  4/5 

Other (write in)   

Total  9/10 
 
Positions on Youth Empowerment  

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Genuine commitment to 
youth & youth issues 

Could’ve been more detailed.   4/5 

Specificity & attention to 
detail in discussion of youth 
issues 

  4/5 

Other (write in)   

Total  8/10 
 
 
General Categories 
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CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Overall Commitment to anti-racism  5 /5 

Overall Centering of Community 
Voices 

 5 /5 

Strength of Public-facing Advocacy 
& Positions 

 5 /5 

Congruence of Positions & Actions  4 /5 

Total  19/20 

 
“Bonus Points” 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Overall knowledge of history 
on the issues 

  (up to 1) 

Other PAC/donor rejections 
(re: corporations, 
environmental threats, etc…) 

  (up to 1) 

Union membership   (up to 1) 

Interactions with NCM PA 
online (commitment to 
uplifting anti-police state 
content) 

  (up to 1) 

Other (aggregated from 
above categories; please list) 

  (up to 1) 

Total   (up to 5) 

 
TOTALS 

CATEGORY SCORE TOTALS 

Positions on Campaign Finance   15/15 

Positions on Policing & Prisons  19/20 

Positions on Racial & Class Justice  15/15 
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Positions on Budgeting 9/10 

Positions on Education 9/10 

Positions on Youth Empowerment  8/10 

General Categories 19/20 

Bonus Points (up to 5) 

OVERALL TOTAL  79/100 (plus 5 possible “bonus points”) 
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No Cop Money PA - 2021 Primary Election Endorsement Individual Rubric 
 
Candidate Name: Ed Gainey 

Reviewed By: xxxxxxxxxxxx 

Review Date: 3/19/2021  

 

Notes on scoring: When scoring out of 5 points, 5 = exemplary, goes above and beyond; 4 = 

good, hits all necessary points; 3 = acceptable, could use improvement; 2 = lackluster, needs 

significant improvement; 1 = inadmissible, misses the point; 0 = no answer 

 
Positions on Campaign Finance  

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Understanding of historical 
and contemporary harm 
caused by FOP 

 5 /5 

Valuing of community & 
individual needs over 
corporate & special interests 

  5/5 

Attention to detail & 
knowledge of structural 
issues regarding campaign 
finance in PA 

  5/5 

Other (write in)    

Total 15 15/15 
 
Positions on Policing & Prisons 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Stance on police & prison 
abolition 

Seemed to skirt around 
abolition  

 1/5 

Stance on demilitarization   5/5 

Knowledge and 
acknowledgement of racist 
history of police & prisons 

  5/5 
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Commitment to accountability 
& reimagining public safety 

  5/5 

Other (write in)   

Total  16/20 
 
Positions on Racial & Class Justice 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Focus on intersectionality & 
effects of intersecting 
oppressions  

 4 /5 

Commitment to economic 
accessibility (affordable 
housing, public transit, etc..) 

 5 /5 

Attention to detail & 
knowledge of structural 
issues regarding racial & 
class injustice 

  5/5 

Other (write in)   

Total  14/15 
 
Positions on Budgeting 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Explicit stance on taxing 
corporations & wealth 
redistribution 

 5 /5 

Attention to detail & creativity 
and tangibility regarding 
community reinvestment 

  5/5 

Other (write in)   

Total  10/10 
 
 
 
 
Positions on Education 
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CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Knowledge of school to 
prison pipeline & 
criminalization of youth of 
color 

 5 /5 

Attention to detail & creativity 
and tangibility regarding 
school safety 

  5/5 

Other (write in)   

Total  10/10 
 
Positions on Youth Empowerment  

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Genuine commitment to 
youth & youth issues 

 5 /5 

Specificity & attention to 
detail in discussion of youth 
issues 

  5/5 

Other (write in)   

Total  10/10 
 
General Categories 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Overall Commitment to anti-
racism 

 5 /5 

Overall Centering of 
Community Voices 

 5 /5 

Strength of Public-facing 
Advocacy & Positions 

 5 /5 

Congruence of Positions & 
Actions 

 5 /5 

Total  20/20 

 



 
 

 
35 

“Bonus Points” 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Overall knowledge of history 
on the issues 

  (up to 1) 

Other PAC/donor rejections 
(re: corporations, 
environmental threats, etc…) 

  (up to 1) 

Union membership   (up to 1) 

Interactions with NCM PA 
online (commitment to 
uplifting anti-police state 
content) 

  (up to 1) 

Other (aggregated from 
above categories; please list) 

  (up to 1) 

Total   (up to 5) 

 
TOTALS 

CATEGORY SCORE TOTALS 

Positions on Campaign Finance   15/15 

Positions on Policing & Prisons  16/20 

Positions on Racial & Class Justice  14/15 

Positions on Budgeting  10/10 

Positions on Education  10/10 

Positions on Youth Empowerment  10/10 

General Categories  20/20 

Bonus Points (up to 5) 

OVERALL TOTAL 97 /100 (plus 5 possible “bonus points”) 
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No Cop Money PA - 2021 Primary Election Endorsement Individual Rubric 
 
Candidate Name: Ed Gainey 

Reviewed By: XXXXXXXXXX 

Review Date: 3/19/21 

 

Notes on scoring: When scoring out of 5 points, 5 = exemplary, goes above and beyond; 4 = 

good, hits all necessary points; 3 = acceptable, could use improvement; 2 = lackluster, needs 

significant improvement; 1 = inadmissible, misses the point; 0 = no answer 

 
Positions on Campaign Finance  

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Understanding of historical 
and contemporary harm 
caused by FOP 

Connected to historical basis 
and contemporary responses 

4/5 

Valuing of community & 
individual needs over 
corporate & special interests 

Clearly & explicitly stated in 
multiple ways 

5 /5 

Attention to detail & 
knowledge of structural 
issues regarding campaign 
finance in PA 

Showed deep commitment to 
functioning democracy 

 5/5 

Other (write in)    

Total  14/15 
 
Positions on Policing & Prisons 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Stance on police & prison 
abolition 

Moderate tone that relied too 
much on reform and not 
enough on overhaul; solid 
base for potentially most 
radical approaches 

 3/5 

Stance on demilitarization Strong & clear 5 /5 

Knowledge and Explained criminalization of  5/5 
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acknowledgement of racist 
history of police & prisons 

poverty and centered 
marginalized communities 

Commitment to accountability 
& reimagining public safety 

Seemed more committed to 
saving current system by 
deeply reforming it instead of 
the more radical approach of 
getting rid of the current 
system and building a new 
one 

 3/5 

Other (write in) Lacked abolitionist 
perspective, generally 

 

Total  16/20 
 
Positions on Racial & Class Justice 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Focus on intersectionality & 
effects of intersecting 
oppressions  

Explicit, inclusive, expansive, 
regularly mentioned 

 5/5 

Commitment to economic 
accessibility (affordable 
housing, public transit, etc..) 

Strong emphasis throughout 
application 

5 /5 

Attention to detail & 
knowledge of structural 
issues regarding racial & 
class injustice 

Gave specific examples and 
specific policy 
recommendations to address 
those specific issues 

5 /5 

Other (write in)   

Total  15/15 
 
Positions on Budgeting 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Explicit stance on taxing 
corporations & wealth 
redistribution 

Measured, realistic, specific 4.5 /5 

Attention to detail & creativity 
and tangibility regarding 
community reinvestment 

Could have been a little more 
creative & imaginative but 
good answers and clear 
commitment to justice and 

3.5/5 
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community growth overall 

Other (write in) Liked emphasis on extended 
community input periods for 
city budgets (centers 
community control) 

 

Total  8/10 
 
Positions on Education 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Knowledge of school to 
prison pipeline & 
criminalization of youth of 
color 

Good & well rounded  5/5 

Attention to detail & creativity 
and tangibility regarding 
school safety 

Good, specific answers, 
could have been a little more 
broad in approach 

4 /5 

Other (write in)   

Total  9/10 
 
Positions on Youth Empowerment  

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Genuine commitment to 
youth & youth issues 

Clear commitment to and 
appreciation for young 
organizers & youth wellbeing 

5 /5 

Specificity & attention to 
detail in discussion of youth 
issues 

Failed to focus on youth 
unless specifically asked to, 
but good answers when focus 
was established 

4 /5 

Other (write in) Generally recognized 
importance of activists and 
organizers in good, 
responsive local governance 

 

Total  9/10 
 
 
General Categories 
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CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Overall Commitment to anti-
racism 

Clear & present throughout 5 /5 

Overall Centering of 
Community Voices 

Present in multiple sections 5 /5 

Strength of Public-facing 
Advocacy & Positions 

Strong, clear stances on 
everything; public safety not 
centered on abolition 

4 /5 

Congruence of Positions & 
Actions 

Overall congruence present; 
docking half point for past 
FOP contributions 

 4.5/5 

Total  18.5/20 

 
“Bonus Points” 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Overall knowledge of history 
on the issues 

Add 1 point  (up to 1) 

Other PAC/donor rejections 
(re: corporations, 
environmental threats, etc…) 

Add 1 point  (up to 1) 

Union membership   (up to 1) 

Interactions with NCM PA 
online (commitment to 
uplifting anti-police state 
content) 

Add 1 point  (up to 1) 

Other (aggregated from 
above categories; please list) 

  (up to 1) 

Total Add 3 points  (up to 5) 

 
Aggregated totals 

CATEGORY SCORE TOTALS 

Positions on Campaign Finance   14/15 
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Positions on Policing & Prisons  16/20 

Positions on Racial & Class Justice 15 /15 

Positions on Budgeting 8 /10 

Positions on Education  9/10 

Positions on Youth Empowerment 9 /10 

General Categories 18.5 /20 

Bonus Points 3 

OVERALL TOTAL 92.5 /100 (plus 5 possible “bonus points”) 
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No Cop Money PA - 2021 Primary Election Endorsement Individual Rubric 
 
Candidate Name: Gainey 

Reviewed By: XXXXXXX 

Review Date: 3/16/2021 

 

Notes on scoring: When scoring out of 5 points, 5 = exemplary, goes above and beyond; 4 = 

good, hits all necessary points; 3 = acceptable, could use improvement; 2 = lackluster, needs 

significant improvement; 1 = inadmissible, misses the point; 0 = no answer 

 
Positions on Campaign Finance  

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Understanding of historical 
and contemporary harm 
caused by FOP 

Seems to be a more recent 
understanding, but an 
improvement from past 
actions 

3 /5 

Valuing of community & 
individual needs over 
corporate & special interests 

Shown by the fight against 
UPMC  

5 /5 

Attention to detail & 
knowledge of structural 
issues regarding campaign 
finance in PA 

  5/5 

Other (write in)    

Total  13/15 
 
Positions on Policing & Prisons 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Stance on police & prison 
abolition 

Concentrates entirely on 
reform 

 0/5 

Stance on demilitarization   5/5 

Knowledge and 
acknowledgement of racist 
history of police & prisons 

Talks about how the history 
has evolved within the city 
specifically  

5 /5 
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Commitment to accountability 
& reimagining public safety 

  5/5 

Other (write in)   

Total  15/20 
 
Positions on Racial & Class Justice 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Focus on intersectionality & 
effects of intersecting 
oppressions  

Very detailed response, we 
can’t “silo” people 

 5/5 

Commitment to economic 
accessibility (affordable 
housing, public transit, etc..) 

  5/5 

Attention to detail & 
knowledge of structural 
issues regarding racial & 
class injustice 

  5/5 

Other (write in)   

Total  15/15 
 
Positions on Budgeting 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Explicit stance on taxing 
corporations & wealth 
redistribution 

Challenging UPMC 5 /5 

Attention to detail & creativity 
and tangibility regarding 
community reinvestment 

  5/5 

Other (write in)   

Total  10/10 
 
 
 
Positions on Education 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 
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Knowledge of school to 
prison pipeline & 
criminalization of youth of 
color 

Need to reinvest in students 5/5 

Attention to detail & creativity 
and tangibility regarding 
school safety 

  5/5 

Other (write in)   

Total  10/10 
 
Positions on Youth Empowerment  

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Genuine commitment to 
youth & youth issues 

  5/5 

Specificity & attention to 
detail in discussion of youth 
issues 

 5 /5 

Other (write in)   

Total  10/10 
 
General Categories 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Overall Commitment to anti-
racism 

 5 /5 

Overall Centering of 
Community Voices 

 5 /5 

Strength of Public-facing 
Advocacy & Positions 

  5/5 

Congruence of Positions & 
Actions 

  5/5 

Total  20/20 

 
“Bonus Points” 
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CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Overall knowledge of history 
on the issues 

  (up to 1)1  

Other PAC/donor rejections 
(re: corporations, 
environmental threats, etc…) 

  (up to 1) 

Union membership   (up to 1) 

Interactions with NCM PA 
online (commitment to 
uplifting anti-police state 
content) 

  (up to 1) 

Other (aggregated from 
above categories; please list) 

  (up to 1) 

Total   (up to 5)1 

 
Aggregated totals 

CATEGORY SCORE TOTALS 

Positions on Campaign Finance   13/15 

Positions on Policing & Prisons 15 /20 

Positions on Racial & Class Justice 15 /15 

Positions on Budgeting 10 /10 

Positions on Education 10 /10 

Positions on Youth Empowerment  10/10 

General Categories  20/20 

Bonus Points (up to 5)1 

OVERALL TOTAL 93 /100 (plus 5 possible “bonus points”) 
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BACKGROUND SEARCH 
 

In conducting a search on Ed Gainey, our team found the following: 

 
In 2016, Gainey received a total of $500 from police unions during his re-election campaign for 
State Representative.  
 
Recently, there was an altercation between Gainey’s campaign manager and another individual 
at a public event: https://triblive.com/local/mayor-bill-peduto-challenger-tony-moreno-agree-to-
run-civil-ampaign-ed-gainey-silent-on-issue/  
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VERBAL DELIBERATION NOTES 
edited for clarity 

 
6 NCM PA State Team Members in attendance. 
 
Pros  

- Gainey demonstrates a deep commitment to racial justice throughout his application; 
clear thread.  

- The questionnaire was filled out with intention, and is evident that it was given serious 
thought.  

- He has a great opportunity and possibility to impact policy within the City, and has a 
direct path forward towards implementing those policies. 

- Endorsing Gainey gives communities within Pittsburgh and NCM PA  a lot of tangible 
power to continue to hold Gainey, and possibly mayoral candidates at-large, 
accountable. 

- Gainey addressed previous contributions from police unions head on. State team 
members felt that he showed genuine remorse, and clearly contains the drive to move in 
a different direction than past actions. This demonstrates a core value of NCM PA’s 
mission--redirecting elected officials, and holding those electeds accountable. Gainey is 
clearly willing to be held accountable. 

- Gainey is aFossil Free candidate. 
- An overarching sentiment: Gainey is not Bill Peduto. This means a lot of different things, 

but mainly feels like a promise of a better Pittsburgh for ALL Pittsburghers. Gainey has 
better (and tangible) differences.  

 
Cons  

- Team members felt that Gainey skated away from talking about abolition. He is a 
reformist; disappointment expressed.  

- Was also acknowledged, as a counter, that Gainey’s responses to other issues 
shows room for improvement here. 

- Disappointment was expressed in his response about campaign finance; focused more 
on voting access rather than campaign finance law. 

- A team member expressed concern over whether or not Gainey had taken money from 
developers. 

 
Vote:  

- 5 Yes 
- 1 Abstention 

 
Status: ENDORSED 
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STATEMENT ON ENDORSEMENT STATUS 
 
The NCM PA team voted unanimously (with one abstention) to endorse Rep. Ed Gainey’s 

candidacy for Mayor of Pittsburgh. In particular, the NCM PA team was drawn to Gainey’s clear, 

deeply held passion for intersectional, sustainable racial justice. Though we had hoped the 

candidate would lean more towards an abolitionist than a reformist approach to police abolition, 

we still felt that he addressed the issue head-on, recognized the extreme harm police have 

caused (and continue to cause) to the community, and presented multiple, detailed, bold plans 

for achieving justice, equity, and safety in Pittsburgh. We also noted and are grateful for the 

amount of focus and the level of intentionality that went into the candidate’s application, and are 

confident that he will work tirelessly to lift up and protect Black and otherwise marginalized 

Pittsburghers, should he be elected mayor. 

 

--  

 

The NCM PA team is proud to announce our endorsement of Rep. Ed Gainey for Mayor of 

Pittsburgh! Our team believes that Gainey has a deep commitment to intersectional, sustainable 

racial justice work and will be an effective advocate for the needs of Black Pittsburghers. 

Gainey, in his application, exhibited this commitment, stating: “I'm seeking NCM PA’s 

endorsement in this race because I share NCM PA's commitment to building power for 

historically marginalized communities and confronting the systemic injustices that have shaped 

life in Pittsburgh for too long.” 

 


