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ABOUT NO COP MONEY PENNSYLVANIA 
 

No Cop Money PA (NCM PA) is a youth-led organizing project aimed at uncovering problematic 
campaign contributions from the Fraternal Order of Police (FOP) and other police unions. You 
can learn more about the history and danger of police unions here.  
 
We work to identify elected officials who are more focused on political gain than on dismantling 
systems that oppress their constituents, particularly Black constituents, and demands our 
elected officials refuse money from police unions. We also support calls for abolition/defunding 
of law enforcement, and amplify antiracist work, voices, and policies.  
 

Operating through a statewide network, No Cop Money PA connects organizers and 
organizations with common goals in an effort to maximize our collective power and hold our 
elected officials accountable to dismantling systems of oppression. We know that local 
organizers know what’s best for their communities, which is why we have Lead Organizers 
(LOs) in five different cities across the Commonwealth: Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Harrisburg, 
State College, and the Scranton/Wilkes-Barre area. LOs connect on statewide calls once per 
week to work on strategy and larger projects, while continuing to do the work within their 
communities. 

To learn more about the work of No Cop Money Pennsylvania, please visit our website at 
nocopmoneypa.com or our social media accounts @NoCopMoneyPA.  
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No Cop Money Pennsylvania 2021 Candidate Endorsement 
Questionnaire DUE TO NCM PA TEAM BY MARCH 1, 2021  

Thank you for your interest in No Cop Money PA's endorsement during the 2021 election 
cycle. NCM PA is looking to support progressive candidates who will fight for our communities 
-- not the FOP. Please take the time to fill out this questionnaire with as much detail as 
possible. Incomplete questionnaires or questionnaires that lack detail will not be considered. 
Please read the following carefully.  

You are eligible to apply for NCM PA's endorsement if you:  
1. Are running for elected office in Pennsylvania, at any level;  
2. Have signed the No Cop Money PA Pledge, committing to refuse endorsements and 

contributions from police unions both now and in the future;  
3. Are guided by strong progressive values and understand their intersections in the fight 

for justice;  
4. Are committed to fostering an anti-racist, more just Commonwealth through dismantling 

systems of oppression.  

Any candidate who receives an NCM PA endorsement must agree to the following: 1. Will not 
accept campaign contributions or endorsements from law enforcement unions; 2. Will 
publicly advocate for the mission of NCM PA;  
3. Will uplift NCM PA’s work on their social medias when asked;  
4. Will have a point person on their campaign that NCM PA can communicate with in a 

timely manner.  

Once endorsed, candidates will:  
1. Have full access to NCM PA’s state team and resources;  
2. Be promoted on NCM PA’s social media and within NCM PA’s networks;  
3. Be able to promote remote volunteer opportunities to the greater NCM PA community.  
 

As an organization driven by the values of transparency and accountability, all answers to 
NCM PA's endorsement questionnaire will be released to the public.  

For primary endorsements, completed questionnaires must be returned by March 8, 2021. 
Decisions on endorsement status will be communicated by March 22, 2021. General 
election endorsement timeline TBA.  

I consent to the release of my questionnaire responses and the terms of endorsement, should 
I be endorsed. 

 

 
INSTRUCTIONS:  



 
 

5 

Please take the time to fill out this questionnaire with as much detail as possible. 
Incomplete questionnaires or questionnaires that lack detail will not be considered.  

Make a copy of this document in its entirety, and use said copy to record your responses.  

Return completed questionnaire in PDF format to xxxxxxxxxxxx, NCM PA Co-State Lead, at 
xxxxxxxx by 11:59 PM on March 8, 2021.  

SECTION ONE: Demographic Information (for this section, please answer to your 
comfort level -- you will not be penalized for any incomplete information from Section One)  

Candidate name: Xander Orenstein  

What gender do you identify as? Non-binary  

Do you identify as a member of the LGBTQ+ community? Yes  

Do you identify as disabled?  
No (though I have some chronic health issues which occasionally are a problem, they are not 
as severe as others, and are rarely (maybe once a year if that) debilitating).  

Do you identify with a religious community? If so, which? Yes, I am Jewish.  

Which of the following racial and/or ethnic communities do you identify with?  
Asian, Black or African American, Hispanic or Latino of any race, Middle Eastern or North 
African, Native American, Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander, White, Two or more 
races, Other, Prefer not to say  
Jewish  

SECTION TWO: Information About Your Candidacy 
 

Tell us about who you are and why you are running.  

I moved to Pittsburgh in 2010 to study Biology and Chemistry at CMU, and got my 
masters degree in Biodefense/Biotechnology from Johns Hopkins University. Over the past 11 
years, I have worked in many jobs and lived in many locations around the city. I originally 
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wanted to be a scientist because the idea that I would be able to help untold thousands if not 
millions of people through my research. However, through the cult like twisted priorities of 
academia, and greed of industry, all I ended up doing was making money and prestige for my 
employers, for whom helping people always seemed just a bit further down the list. To be 
clear, they were not necessarily bad people, they too were trapped by the systems in place to 
turn labor into profit above anything else.  

In any case, a few months into the pandemic, I started volunteering with the Pittsburgh 
Union of Regional Renters. With them, I assisted tenants who were in the process of being 
evicted by their landlords. Helping them keep their homes was the most satisfying work I have 
ever done. During the course of this work, I ended up speaking with a judge who recommended 
I run for Magistrate if I wanted to have a significant impact on my community. After looking into 
it, and having a lot of people encourage me to run, I decided to go for it. Since then, I have 
been doing a lot of reading and research into the justice system and how we got to this point as 
a society. Our justice system is antiquated - built for a different time by a set of people with a 
very different set of values. While we can not build it anew overnight, we can work within it to 
produce fairness where many times there seems to be none, and bring relief to those who 
might otherwise not have a chance.  

Tell us about your core values and vision for your community.  

I believe in justice as an unattainable ideal that we should all continually push towards instead 
of a winner take all contest. In seeking justice, we should recognize that there are many sides 
to every conflict, and that we should work together to come up with a solution as opposed to 
picking a winner and leave the other side to its own devices. No solution will be perfect, but will 
be an opportunity to learn for next time. I also believe that empathy is the core of what made 
humanity the dominant species on the planet and that it is our greatest tool in enriching the 
lives of everyone around us. When people understand where the other is coming from, it is a lot 
easier to work together, and I hope to make that central to any case that would come before 
me.  

The public health crisis presented by Covid-19 demands our judiciary place the well-being of 
the community first and foremost in a way that challenges a justice-as-usual approach. As a 
rising number of people fall below the poverty line, our community faces a deterioration of the 
already existing housing crisis by the devastating impact of evictions. The families affected 
most are often the most vulnerable to begin with. As a front line advocate advising these 
families of their rights going into court, I have seen first hand and profoundly been affected by 
the unique role the Judiciary can play in protecting the community’s basic right to shelter.The 
social and institutional injustices highlighted by the Black Lives Matter movement are intimately 
linked to housing and financial insecurity, and so bail reform and careful review of issuance of 
warrants are similarly central to my vision of fair, compassionate and merciful adjudicating.  

Tell us why you want No Cop Money Pennsylvania’s endorsement.  
I strongly believe that the judiciary must be impartial to be fair. If my campaign were to be 
funded by police officers and their professional organizations, how could I be expected to be 
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a fair and impartial judge in cases of police brutality and misconduct? The NCM Endorsement 
would be an affirmation of my commitment to being an impartial member of the judiciary.  

Have you run for office previously? If so, please provide details.  
I have never sought office previously.  

Are you currently or have you ever been a member of a union? If yes, which union? 
Unfortunately I have not had the opportunity to be a member of a union but have very much 
felt the need for a union in my previous positions.  

Please list all endorsements from unions, progressive organizations and progressive 
elected officials you have received up to this point & provide contact information: We 
are in the process of seeking various endorsements from progressive organizations and will be 
announcing those as they are announced on www.xander4mdj.com as well as on our social 
media platforms.  

NCM PA will be conducting a basic background check (press search, campaign finance 
records, social media review, etc.) If applicable, take this opportunity to explain 
anything particularly contentious that our team may find.  
I am fairly boring in that respect and do not think that there is anything contentious.  

SECTION THREE: Campaign Finance & Issue Positions (a couple sentences or 
detailed bullet points are acceptable as a complete answer per each question posed)  

Campaign Finance  

Why are you committed to rejecting contributions from police unions? I strongly believe 
that the judiciary must be impartial to be fair. A campaign for a judicial candidate that is even 
partially funded by police unions can not produce a magistrate that is fair and impartial on the 
matters of police brutality and misconduct.  

In Pennsylvania, there is a distinct lack of meaningful campaign finance laws; for 
example, one House legislator has taken hundreds of thousands of dollars from a PAC 
in a single donation. In addition, the state campaign finance database is clunky and 
difficult to navigate. How would you go about supporting improved regulation, 
reforming donation limits, and generally making campaign finance more transparent in 
PA?  

My campaign has dedicated itself to not accepting money from police and their professional 
organizations, real estate interests, and fossil fuel interests. The position I am seeking is not 
responsible for legislation but I would encourage my fellow members of the judiciary to 
become more impartial by refusing donations from special interests groups such as police 
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professional organizaitons.  

Are there any other PACs, Super PACs, and or individual donors you’re refusing to 
take contributions from? If so, who and why?  
I have taken the No Fossil Fuel Money Pledge and have also pledged to take no money 
from real estate interests and developers.  
 
Policing & Prisons  

What do you believe to be the difference between defunding, reforming, and 
abolishing police? Which approach do you take and why?  

Reforming - the lip service “moderates” give to shifting around a few figures in the police while 
maintaining the status quo. It is something that neoliberals like to point at and endlessly 
debate as to not have any meaningful change.  

Defunding - A good place to start. By taking away their budget, actual pressure can be put 
on police departments to actually make significant changes to the way they operate.  

Abolishing - The end goal of what we need. Recognizing that the police started as an extension 
of slavery in America and to opress the lower classes here and worldwide, getting away from 
the narrative that police as they are are in any way necessary. This process would involve 
taking a hard look at the services police are called upon to address, and identifying public 
services that would need to be called in/created to serve those needs.  

What do you believe to be the greatest danger posed by police unions?  

Police unions make accountability impossible, as it gives the state a bogeyman to point to 
as the reason they are unwilling to take action against them while funneling large amounts 
of money into the pockets of politicians. 

 

What is your stance on banning the use of tear gas, rubber bullets, and other 
“less lethal” tools used by police?  

“Less lethal” is still lethal, as shown in Portland, Minneapolis, and more. The difference of 
how deadly a rubber bullet can be is utterly pointless if said bullet is being used by someone 
who does not have the moral or legal authority to be subduing the right to free speech or 
when de-escalation by mental health and community health professionals would be a more 
appropriate response.  

Policing and the carceral state are, by nature of how they’ve been designed, deeply 
intertwined. How do you/will you navigate this reality in your current or eventual 
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political leadership?  

As a judge, I would have a lot of influence on how this relationship is shaped. By taking 
initiative to use pretrial services as opposed to cash bail, and direct people to other services as 
opposed to jail where possible, I would be able to prevent a lot of incarcerations. By evaluating 
the holistic facts of each case, I’ll be able  

What would you identify as the main, or most pressing, issue with the criminal 
legal system? Why?  

There is the idea that justice equates with revenge, and that as a justice system, too many 
people are looking to punish instead of serve the community and rehabilitate those who 
have caused harm. This philosophy is at the root of so many of our most draconian policies.  

What does reimagined public safety look like to you?  

An “all of the above” approach which addresses the root cause of crime and public health 
issues - poverty and the systems in place to enrich the rich and keep the poor from 
accumulating financial security. We also need to consider that a lot of policies that our current 
system has in place are the result of both intentional and unintentional ploys at maintaining 
racial disparities, and we must figure out how they can be deconstructed.  

If elected, how do you plan to hold your colleagues accountable to working towards 
that reimagined vision for public safety?  

In dealing with police, I will insist on holding them to an extremely high standard in terms of 
both conduct with the public and following proper procedure when it comes to having sufficient 
evidence when requesting a warrant. I will also proactively work with my fellow members of the 
judiciary in order to share, learn, and grow with each other.

Racial & class justice 

Police and prisons are critical impediments to true racial justice -- what other issue or 
issues do you see as critical impediments to racial justice?  

The war on drugs was a set of racist policies that led to mass incarceration in the United States 
that disproportionately targeted and devastated Black communities. These policies live today in 
our treatment of “non-violent” drug charges vs. other drug charges, the continued over-
incarceration of Black people, especially Black men, and the violent police brutalization of 
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Black community.  

If elected, how will you address the vast economic injustice plaguing our communities?  

We need to evaluate as a society how fines and fees work. At the present, it is little more than a 
poor tax, allowing anyone with sufficient wealth to ignore certain laws for the price of a fine or 
fee.  

What role does understanding and combating environmental racism play in your 
leadership?  
Being aware of how not only the design of the government has racist roots leading to racist 
modern policies, but also of how the environment has been purposefully shaped to maintain 
racial boundaries is critical for change to be made.  

We know that compounding inequalities -- particularly those related to race and gender 
like that experienced by Black women (racism & sexism) or Black trans folx (racism & 
transphobia) -- make accessing justice even more difficult for impacted communities. 
How will you or do you address this reality?  

I deeply believe in the power of solidarity between marginalized communities, and as a 
nonbinary Jewish activist, I believe in the responsibility of organizing alongside Black trans 
people in order for a safer and more equitable society. I will also make it explicitly clear that my 
courtroom is a welcoming and collaborative environment for people of all marginalized 
backgrounds, where anyone who comes through will be a fair shot at justice no matter anyone’s 
background.  

What is your plan to address and fight for gun violence prevention?  

The root of many criminalized actions is poverty and the conditions that lead to poverty. The use 
of incarceration as a ubiquitous tool is a major factor in why people fall into poverty or are 
unable to escape.  

What role do you believe access to adequate and dignified affordable housing can have 
on bringing justice to our communities? 

Adequate housing will go a long way to combat poverty, which is the root cause of many 
criminalized actions. By addressing these root causes as opposed to a pure focus on 
punishment for transgression, we will be able to make our communities safer and more just.  

How do you see public infrastructure and public transit relating to justice, equity, and 
access?  

By elevating the basic services available to all citizens, we would be able to address some of 
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the root causes discussed earlier. Access to jobs, food, healthcare, childcare, and education, 
both physical and metaphorical, is critical to the well-being of a community.  

What do you see as the importance of doing coalitional work and working across lines of 
difference? How do you enact coalitional and intersectional work environments within 
your campaign?  

I am always happy to work with anyone as long as we are doing so in good faith and for the 
benefit of the community. There will always be differences of opinion and method, but if we 
come at problems from the desire to solve them and help as many people as possible in doing 
so, anything is solvable. It will just take time and patience to get there.  

Budgeting  

Divestment from problematic programs and services like police forces is important -- but 
what that divested money is then re-invested in matters. What do you believe we need to 
invest in?  
Countries such as the UK, Canada, and Australia have had success minimizing the negative 
impacts of community harm by following principles of harm reduction in their courts. They’ve 
shown lessened rates of recidivism and reoffense by focusing on restorative justice.  

What is your stance on taxing corporations and the rich?  
It is absurd that the rich do not pay their fair share. Hyper-exploitation of labor should not be 
rewarded and it only leads to the impoverishment of the exploited communities. The US 
subsidizes many large corporations who fail to pay neither a living wage for their employees or 
their taxes.  

Education  

What is your stance on police in public schools? Do you have an alternative vision for 
ensuring school safety?  

There is no reason for police officers to be in our public schools. In Pittsburgh and the 
surrounding regions, we’ve seen numerous incidents of police brutality against school 
aged children. We can not expect children to be entirely focused on their studies and 
getting the best out of their education if they are worried about being arrested for minor 
youthful transgressions. Having police officers in schools has been shown to increase the 
school to prison pipeline and  
the rates of youth incarceration, whereas school systems that have invested in social service 
programs and mental health professionals have seen increased graduation rates, lower rates of 
youth arrest rates, and increased professional success by graduates.  

What do you see as the relationship between educational outcomes and 
freedom/liberation for minority, marginalized, and targeted communities? How would you 
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work to improve those outcomes?  

The school to prison pipeline grooms youth for incarceration. Liberation begins in the classroom 
and carceral solutions that remove children from the classroom, removing their ability to learn 
and live and socialize and thrive sets them up for disaster. Our communities must invest in our 
youth and provide strong mental and emotional health resources over turning to punitive 
measures whenever possible.  

Youth Empowerment  

No Cop Money PA is an organization run largely by youth and student organizers. As 
such, we want to know: what does your commitment to youth look like? What policies do 
you believe in that will propel youth forward?  

One way youth are failed continually is in how they are too often treated as adults when it comes 
to being judged - be it in a courtroom or classroom. It is ridiculous that if a test is failed, there is a 
“move on” attitude and a mark on their record, as opposed to focusing on getting them to learn 
what they need to learn and reassess how we failed them in teaching. When approached by the 
legal system, there is a horrific double standard applied to youths, especially youths of color, 
where they are tried as adults while they are not afforded the same rights and privileges as 
adults. Life is about learning from our mistakes so that we can do better in the future and we 
must support our youths so that they have the best resources to make the best decisions for 
them.  

SECTION FOUR: STRENGTHENING THE MOVEMENT  

Please tell us in which of the following ways you are willing to help build and support No Cop 
Money PA and the wider movement for racial justice, outside of commitments outlined in the 
terms of endorsement. Please check all that apply.  

[ X ] I will meet with NCM PA members and leaders at least once per year.  

[ X ] I will participate in virtual and/or in-person town halls with NCM PA leaders 
and community members.  
[ X ] I will encourage my supporters to join the NCM PA listserve and join a local  
Chapter. 
[ X ] I will list NCM PA’s endorsement (and logo when appropriate) in campaign  
communications and on campaign website.  
[ X ] I will publish a press release announcing my NCM PA endorsement. [ X ] When 
applicable, I will publicly describe myself as a NCM PA endorsed candidate.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
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Thank you for completing the NCM PA endorsement questionnaire. Please ensure the 
completed questionnaire is submitted in PDF format to xxxxxxxxxxx, NCM PA Co-State Lead, at 
xxxxxxxxxx by 11:59 PM on March 8, 2021.
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INTERNAL REVIEW PROCESS 
 

1. Participating members of the No Cop Money Pennsylvania state team will agree to the 
conditions outlined within the Bias Acknowledgement Agreement, included in public 
endorsement packets. 

2. Participating members of the NCM PA state team will complete rubrics grading each 
applicant prior to our deliberation meeting. Applicants with a minimum score of 80, as 
determined by averages on an aggregate rubric, will move into verbal deliberation. 
Deliberations have a maximum duration of 20 minutes. 

3. Team members will have a thorough discussion about each candidate. Notes will be 
taken and will be included in public endorsement packets. If multiple applicants are 
applying for endorsement for the same race, specific notes around that deliberation will 
be included in all relevant packets.  

4. In the event of multiple candidates being deemed worthy of endorsement within the 
same race, the candidate with the higher overall average score will be endorsed. 

5. Candidates must receive a ⅔ majority vote to be endorsed. 
6. Prior to public release, names and contact information of NCM PA team members will be 

redacted from all documents to ensure the safety of our organizers. 
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BIAS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AGREEMENT 
 
As a member of the No Cop Money Pennsylvania State Team, I acknowledge that I am to 

remain unbiased while reviewing endorsement questionnaires. If, for any reason, I believe I 

cannot remain unbiased--whether it be due to a personal relationship with the candidate(s), a 

work relationship with the candidate(s), or other--I will abstain from the scoring, deliberation, and 

voting processes for said candidate(s).  

 

ALL PARTICIPATING STATE TEAM MEMBERS HAVE AGREED TO THE TERMS OUTLINED 

ABOVE. 
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No Cop Money PA - 2021 Primary Election Endorsement Aggregate Rubric 
 
Candidate Name: Xander Orenstein 

Review Date: 3/19 

Total team members submitting rubrics: 5 

Abstentions: 0 

 

Notes on scoring: When scoring out of 5 points, 5 = exemplary, goes above and beyond; 4 = 

good, hits all necessary points; 3 = acceptable, could use improvement; 2 = lackluster, needs 

significant improvement; 1 = inadmissible, misses the point; 0 = no answer 

 
MINIMUM TOTAL SCORE TO MOVE INTO VERBAL DELIBERATION: 80 

 
Positions on Campaign Finance  

CATEGORY AVERAGE SCORE 

Understanding of historical and contemporary 
harm caused by FOP 

 4.6/5 (5, 4, 5, 5, 4) 

Valuing of community & individual needs over 
corporate & special interests 

 4.6/5 (5, 5, 5, 5, 3) 

Attention to detail & knowledge of structural 
issues regarding campaign finance in PA 

 4.2/5 (4, 4, 4, 5, 4) 

Other (write in)   

Total 13.4/15 
 
Positions on Policing & Prisons 

CATEGORY AVERAGE SCORE 

Stance on police & prison abolition  5/5 (5, 5, 5, 5, 5) 

Stance on demilitarization  4.2/5 (3, 5, 5, 4, 4) 

Knowledge and acknowledgement of racist 
history of police & prisons 

 4.6/5 (5, 5, 5, 4, 4) 

Commitment to accountability & reimagining  4.8/5 (5, 5, 5, 5, 4) 
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public safety 

Other (write in)  

Total 18.6/20 
 
Positions on Racial & Class Justice 

CATEGORY AVERAGE SCORE 

Focus on intersectionality & effects of 
intersecting oppressions  

 4.8/5 (5, 5, 5, 5, 4) 

Commitment to economic accessibility 
(affordable housing, public transit, etc..) 

 4.6/5 (5, 5, 5, 4, 4) 

Attention to detail & knowledge of structural 
issues regarding racial & class injustice 

 4.8/5 (5, 5, 5, 5, 4) 

Other (write in)  

Total 14.2/15 
 
Positions on Budgeting 

CATEGORY AVERAGE SCORE 

Explicit stance on taxing corporations & 
wealth redistribution 

 4.6/5 (5, 5, 5, 5, 3) 

Attention to detail & creativity and tangibility 
regarding community reinvestment 

 3.2/5 (3, 1, 4, 4, 4) 

Other (write in)  

Total 7.8/10 
 
Positions on Education 

CATEGORY AVERAGE SCORE 

Knowledge of school to prison pipeline & 
criminalization of youth of color 

 4.8/5 (5, 5, 5, 5, 4) 

Attention to detail & creativity and tangibility 
regarding school safety 

 4.8/5 (5, 5, 5, 5, 4) 

Other (write in)  

Total 9.6/10 
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Positions on Youth Empowerment  

CATEGORY AVERAGE SCORE 

Genuine commitment to youth & youth issues  4.8/5 (5, 5, 5, 5, 4) 

Specificity & attention to detail in discussion 
of youth issues 

 4.8/5 (5, 5, 5, 5, 4) 

Other (write in)  

Total 9.6/10 
 
 
General Categories 

CATEGORY AVERAGE SCORE 

Overall Commitment to anti-racism  4.8/5 (5, 5, 5, 5, 4) 

Overall Centering of Community Voices  4.6/5 (4, 5, 5, 5, 4) 

Strength of Public-facing Advocacy & 
Positions 

 4.6/5 (5, 5, 5, 4, 4) 

Congruence of Positions & Actions  4.8/5 (5, 5, 5, 5, 4) 

Total 18.8/20 

 
“Bonus Points” 

CATEGORY SCORE; DECIDED BY MAJORITY 
AGREEMENT 

Overall knowledge of history on the issues  1 

Other PAC/donor rejections (re: corporations, 
environmental threats, etc…) 

 1 

Union membership  (up to 1) 

Interactions with NCM PA online 
(commitment to uplifting anti-police state 
content) 

1 

Other (aggregated from above categories; 
please list) 

 (up to 1) 
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Total  3 

 
Aggregated totals 

CATEGORY SCORE TOTALS 

Positions on Campaign Finance   13.4/15 

Positions on Policing & Prisons  18.6/20 

Positions on Racial & Class Justice  14.2/15 

Positions on Budgeting  7.8/10 

Positions on Education  9.6/10 

Positions on Youth Empowerment  9.6/10 

General Categories  18.8/20 

Bonus Points  3 

OVERALL TOTAL  95/100  
 
 
CANDIDATE HAS ADVANCED TO VERBAL DELIBERATION. 
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No Cop Money PA - 2021 Primary Election Endorsement Individual Rubric 
 

Candidate Name: Xander Orenstein 

Reviewed By: xxxxxxxxx 

Review Date: 3/14/2021 

 

Notes on scoring: When scoring out of 5 points, 5 = exemplary, goes above and beyond; 4 = 

good, hits all necessary points; 3 = acceptable, could use improvement; 2 = lackluster, needs 

significant improvement; 1 = inadmissible, misses the point; 0 = no answer 

 
Positions on Campaign Finance  

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Understanding of historical 
and contemporary harm 
caused by FOP 

 5 /5 

Valuing of community & 
individual needs over 
corporate & special interests 

Has already taken No fossil 
fuels pledge and has refused 
money from land interests, 
important for this position  

 5/5 

Attention to detail & 
knowledge of structural 
issues regarding campaign 
finance in PA 

  4/5 

Other (write in)    

Total  14/15 
 
Positions on Policing & Prisons 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Stance on police & prison 
abolition 

 5 /5 

Stance on demilitarization Somewhat unclear but based 
on their other answers I 
believe they are supportive 

 3/5 
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Knowledge and 
acknowledgement of racist 
history of police & prisons 

 5 /5 

Commitment to accountability 
& reimagining public safety 

  5/5 

Other (write in)   

Total  17/20 
 
Positions on Racial & Class Justice 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Focus on intersectionality & 
effects of intersecting 
oppressions  

 5 /5 

Commitment to economic 
accessibility (affordable 
housing, public transit, etc..) 

 5 /5 

Attention to detail & 
knowledge of structural 
issues regarding racial & 
class injustice 

 5 /5 

Other (write in)   

Total  15/15 
 
Positions on Budgeting 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Explicit stance on taxing 
corporations & wealth 
redistribution 

Doesn't really apply to this 
position 

5 /5 

Attention to detail & creativity 
and tangibility regarding 
community reinvestment 

Does Not put a plan forward, 
however doesn't really apply 
to this position  

3 /5 

Other (write in)   

Total  7/10 
 
Positions on Education 
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CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Knowledge of school to 
prison pipeline & 
criminalization of youth of 
color 

  5/5 

Attention to detail & creativity 
and tangibility regarding 
school safety 

 5 /5 

Other (write in)   

Total  10/10 
 
Positions on Youth Empowerment  

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Genuine commitment to 
youth & youth issues 

  5/5 

Specificity & attention to 
detail in discussion of youth 
issues 

 5 /5 

Other (write in)   

Total  10/10 
 
 
General Categories 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Overall Commitment to anti-
racism 

 5 /5 

Overall Centering of 
Community Voices 

Could have talked about this 
more, but seems to take it 
very seriously  

4 /5 

Strength of Public-facing 
Advocacy & Positions 

 5 /5 

Congruence of Positions & 
Actions 

 5 /5 
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Total  19/20 

 
“Bonus Points” 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Overall knowledge of history 
on the issues 

1  (up to 1) 

Other PAC/donor rejections 
(re: corporations, 
environmental threats, etc…) 

1  (up to 1) 

Union membership   (up to 1) 

Interactions with NCM PA 
online (commitment to 
uplifting anti-police state 
content) 

  (up to 1) 

Other (aggregated from 
above categories; please list) 

  (up to 1) 

Total   (up to 5)2 

 
Aggregated totals 

CATEGORY SCORE TOTALS 

Positions on Campaign Finance   14/15 

Positions on Policing & Prisons  17/20 

Positions on Racial & Class Justice  15/15 

Positions on Budgeting 7 /10 

Positions on Education 10 /10 

Positions on Youth Empowerment 10 /10 

General Categories 19 /20 

Bonus Points (up to 5)2 

OVERALL TOTAL 94 /100 (plus 5 possible “bonus points”) 
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No Cop Money PA - 2021 Primary Election Endorsement Individual Rubric 
 
Candidate Name: Xander Orenstein 

Reviewed By: xxxxxxx 

Review Date: 3/17 

 

Notes on scoring: When scoring out of 5 points, 5 = exemplary, goes above and beyond; 4 = 

good, hits all necessary points; 3 = acceptable, could use improvement; 2 = lackluster, needs 

significant improvement; 1 = inadmissible, misses the point; 0 = no answer 

 
Positions on Campaign Finance  

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Understanding of historical 
and contemporary harm 
caused by FOP 

  4/5 

Valuing of community & 
individual needs over 
corporate & special interests 

  5/5 

Attention to detail & 
knowledge of structural 
issues regarding campaign 
finance in PA 

  4/5 

Other (write in)    

Total  13 /15 
 
Positions on Policing & Prisons 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Stance on police & prison 
abolition 

 5 /5 

Stance on demilitarization   5/5 

Knowledge and 
acknowledgement of racist 
history of police & prisons 

  5/5 
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Commitment to accountability 
& reimagining public safety 

  5/5 

Other (write in)   

Total  20/20 
 
Positions on Racial & Class Justice 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Focus on intersectionality & 
effects of intersecting 
oppressions  

  5/5 

Commitment to economic 
accessibility (affordable 
housing, public transit, etc..) 

  5/5 

Attention to detail & 
knowledge of structural 
issues regarding racial & 
class injustice 

  5/5 

Other (write in)   

Total  15/15 
 
Positions on Budgeting 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Explicit stance on taxing 
corporations & wealth 
redistribution 

  5/5 

Attention to detail & creativity 
and tangibility regarding 
community reinvestment 

Doesn’t really elaborate on 
reinvestment 

 1/5 

Other (write in)   

Total  6/10 
 
Positions on Education 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Knowledge of school to   5/5 
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prison pipeline & 
criminalization of youth of 
color 

Attention to detail & creativity 
and tangibility regarding 
school safety 

  5/5 

Other (write in)   

Total  10/10 
 
Positions on Youth Empowerment  

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Genuine commitment to 
youth & youth issues 

  5/5 

Specificity & attention to 
detail in discussion of youth 
issues 

  5/5 

Other (write in)   

Total  10/10 
 
 
General Categories 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Overall Commitment to anti-
racism 

  5/5 

Overall Centering of 
Community Voices 

  5/5 

Strength of Public-facing 
Advocacy & Positions 

  5/5 

Congruence of Positions & 
Actions 

 5 /5 

Total  20/20 

 
“Bonus Points” 
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CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Overall knowledge of history 
on the issues 

 1 

Other PAC/donor rejections 
(re: corporations, 
environmental threats, etc…) 

 1 

Union membership   (up to 1) 

Interactions with NCM PA 
online (commitment to 
uplifting anti-police state 
content) 

 1 

Other (aggregated from 
above categories; please list) 

  (up to 1) 

Total  3 

 
Aggregated totals 

CATEGORY SCORE TOTALS 

Positions on Campaign Finance  13 /15 

Positions on Policing & Prisons 20 /20 

Positions on Racial & Class Justice 15 /15 

Positions on Budgeting  6 /10 

Positions on Education 10 /10 

Positions on Youth Empowerment 10 /10 

General Categories 20 /20 

Bonus Points 3 

OVERALL TOTAL  97/100 (plus 5 possible “bonus points”) 
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No Cop Money PA - 2021 Primary Election Endorsement Individual Rubric 
 
Candidate Name: Xander Orenstein 

Reviewed By: xxxxx 

Review Date: 3/18/21  

 

Notes on scoring: When scoring out of 5 points, 5 = exemplary, goes above and beyond; 4 = 

good, hits all necessary points; 3 = acceptable, could use improvement; 2 = lackluster, needs 

significant improvement; 1 = inadmissible, misses the point; 0 = no answer 

 
Positions on Campaign Finance  

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Understanding of historical 
and contemporary harm 
caused by FOP 

 5 /5 

Valuing of community & 
individual needs over 
corporate & special interests 

 5 /5 

Attention to detail & 
knowledge of structural 
issues regarding campaign 
finance in PA 

 5 /5 

Other (write in)    

Total  15 /15 
 
Positions on Policing & Prisons 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Stance on police & prison 
abolition 

  5 /5 

Stance on demilitarization   4/5 

Knowledge and 
acknowledgement of racist 
history of police & prisons 

Could’ve been more detailed 
on this specific topic  

 4/5 
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Commitment to accountability 
& reimagining public safety 

 5 /5 

Other (write in)   

Total  18 /20 
 
Positions on Racial & Class Justice 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Focus on intersectionality & 
effects of intersecting 
oppressions  

  5/5 

Commitment to economic 
accessibility (affordable 
housing, public transit, etc..) 

  4/5 

Attention to detail & 
knowledge of structural 
issues regarding racial & 
class injustice 

 5 /5 

Other (write in)   

Total  14/15 
 
Positions on Budgeting 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Explicit stance on taxing 
corporations & wealth 
redistribution 

  5/5 

Attention to detail & creativity 
and tangibility regarding 
community reinvestment 

Could’ve been more detailed 4 /5 

Other (write in)   

Total  9/10 
 
Positions on Education 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Knowledge of school to  5 /5 
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prison pipeline & 
criminalization of youth of 
color 

Attention to detail & creativity 
and tangibility regarding 
school safety 

 5 /5 

Other (write in)   

Total  10/10 
 
Positions on Youth Empowerment  

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Genuine commitment to 
youth & youth issues 

 5 /5 

Specificity & attention to 
detail in discussion of youth 
issues 

 5 /5 

Other (write in)   

Total  10 /10 
 
 
General Categories 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Overall Commitment to anti-
racism 

 5 /5 

Overall Centering of 
Community Voices 

  5 /5 

Strength of Public-facing 
Advocacy & Positions 

Could’ve been more details in 
some aspects 

4 /5 

Congruence of Positions & 
Actions 

 5  /5 

Total  19 /20 

 
“Bonus Points” 
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CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Overall knowledge of history 
on the issues 

  (up to 1) 

Other PAC/donor rejections 
(re: corporations, 
environmental threats, etc…) 

  (up to 1) 

Union membership   (up to 1) 

Interactions with NCM PA 
online (commitment to 
uplifting anti-police state 
content) 

  (up to 1) 

Other (aggregated from 
above categories; please list) 

  (up to 1) 

Total   (up to 5) 

 
Aggregated totals 

CATEGORY SCORE TOTALS 

Positions on Campaign Finance  15 /15 

Positions on Policing & Prisons 18 /20 

Positions on Racial & Class Justice 14 /15 

Positions on Budgetings 9 /10 

Positions on Education 10 /10 

Positions on Youth Empowerment 10 /10 

General Categories 19 /20 

Bonus Points (up to 5) 

OVERALL TOTAL 95 /100 (plus 5 possible “bonus points”) 
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No Cop Money PA - 2021 Primary Election Endorsement Individual Rubric 
 
Candidate Name: Orenstein 

Reviewed By: xxxxxx 

Review Date:  

 

Notes on scoring: When scoring out of 5 points, 5 = exemplary, goes above and beyond; 4 = 

good, hits all necessary points; 3 = acceptable, could use improvement; 2 = lackluster, needs 

significant improvement; 1 = inadmissible, misses the point; 0 = no answer 

 
Positions on Campaign Finance  

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Understanding of historical 
and contemporary harm 
caused by FOP 

 5 /5 

Valuing of community & 
individual needs over 
corporate & special interests 

  5/5 

Attention to detail & 
knowledge of structural 
issues regarding campaign 
finance in PA 

  4/5 

Other (write in)    

Total  14/15 
 
Positions on Policing & Prisons 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Stance on police & prison 
abolition 

  5/5 

Stance on demilitarization   5/5 

Knowledge and 
acknowledgement of racist 
history of police & prisons 

  5/5 
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Commitment to accountability 
& reimagining public safety 

  5/5 

Other (write in)   

Total  20/20 
 
Positions on Racial & Class Justice 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Focus on intersectionality & 
effects of intersecting 
oppressions  

  5/5 

Commitment to economic 
accessibility (affordable 
housing, public transit, etc..) 

  5/5 

Attention to detail & 
knowledge of structural 
issues regarding racial & 
class injustice 

  5/5 

Other (write in)   

Total  15/15 
 
Positions on Budgeting 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Explicit stance on taxing 
corporations & wealth 
redistribution 

  5/5 

Attention to detail & creativity 
and tangibility regarding 
community reinvestment 

Does elaborate on a plan, but 
that isn’t a responsibility of 
the office 

 4/5 

Other (write in)   

Total  9/10 
 
Positions on Education 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Knowledge of school to   5/5 
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prison pipeline & 
criminalization of youth of 
color 

Attention to detail & creativity 
and tangibility regarding 
school safety 

  5/5 

Other (write in)   

Total  10/10 
 
Positions on Youth Empowerment  

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Genuine commitment to 
youth & youth issues 

  5/5 

Specificity & attention to 
detail in discussion of youth 
issues 

  5/5 

Other (write in)   

Total  10/10 
 
 
General Categories 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Overall Commitment to anti-
racism 

  5/5 

Overall Centering of 
Community Voices 

  5/5 

Strength of Public-facing 
Advocacy & Positions 

  5/5 

Congruence of Positions & 
Actions 

  5/5 

Total  20/20 

 
“Bonus Points” 
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CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Overall knowledge of history 
on the issues 

  (up to 1) 

Other PAC/donor rejections 
(re: corporations, 
environmental threats, etc…) 

 +1 (up to 1) 

Union membership   (up to 1) 

Interactions with NCM PA 
online (commitment to 
uplifting anti-police state 
content) 

  (up to 1) 

Other (aggregated from 
above categories; please list) 

  (up to 1) 

Total   (up to 5) 

 
Aggregated totals 

CATEGORY SCORE TOTALS 

Positions on Campaign Finance   14/15 

Positions on Policing & Prisons  20/20 

Positions on Racial & Class Justice  15/15 

Positions on Budgeting  9/10 

Positions on Education  10/10 

Positions on Youth Empowerment 10 /10 

General Categories  20/20 

Bonus Points +1 (up to 5) 

OVERALL TOTAL  99/100 (plus 5 possible “bonus points”) 
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No Cop Money PA - 2021 Primary Election Endorsement Individual Rubric 
 
Candidate Name: Xander 

Reviewed By: xxxxxxxxxxx 

Review Date:  

 

Notes on scoring: When scoring out of 5 points, 5 = exemplary, goes above and beyond; 4 = 

good, hits all necessary points; 3 = acceptable, could use improvement; 2 = lackluster, needs 

significant improvement; 1 = inadmissible, misses the point; 0 = no answer 

 
 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Understanding of historical 
and contemporary harm 
caused by FOP 

4  /5 

Valuing of community & 
individual needs over 
corporate & special interests 

3 - I pledge not to take 
contributions over $200 from 
oil, gas, and coal industry 
executives, lobbyists, and 
PACs and instead prioritize 
the health of our families, 
climate, and democracy over 
fossil fuel industry profits. 
NOT NONE LIKE THEY SAY 
ON HERE 

 /5 

Attention to detail & 
knowledge of structural 
issues regarding campaign 
finance in PA 

4  /5 

Other (write in)    

Total 11 /15 
 
Positions on Policing & Prisons 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Stance on police & prison 5 - YAY I LOVE  /5 
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abolition MAGISTRATES WHO ARE 
ABOLITIONISTS 

Stance on demilitarization 4  /5 

Knowledge and 
acknowledgement of racist 
history of police & prisons 

4  /5 

Commitment to accountability 
& reimagining public safety 

4  /5 

Other (write in)   

Total 17 /20 
 
Positions on Racial & Class Justice 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Focus on intersectionality & 
effects of intersecting 
oppressions  

4  /5 

Commitment to economic 
accessibility (affordable 
housing, public transit, etc..) 

4  /5 

Attention to detail & 
knowledge of structural 
issues regarding racial & 
class injustice 

4  /5 

Other (write in)   

Total 12 /15 
 
Positions on Budgeting 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Explicit stance on taxing 
corporations & wealth 
redistribution 

3  /5 

Attention to detail & creativity 
and tangibility regarding 
community reinvestment 

4  /5 

Other (write in)   
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Total 7 /10 
 
Positions on Education 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Knowledge of school to 
prison pipeline & 
criminalization of youth of 
color 

4  /5 

Attention to detail & creativity 
and tangibility regarding 
school safety 

4  /5 

Other (write in)   

Total 8 /10 
 
Positions on Youth Empowerment  

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Genuine commitment to 
youth & youth issues 

4  /5 

Specificity & attention to 
detail in discussion of youth 
issues 

4  /5 

Other (write in)   

Total 8 /10 
 
 
General Categories 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Overall Commitment to anti-
racism 

4  /5 

Overall Centering of 
Community Voices 

4  /5 

Strength of Public-facing 
Advocacy & Positions 

4  /5 
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Congruence of Positions & 
Actions 

4  /5 

Total 16 /20 

 
“Bonus Points” 

CATEGORY REVIEWER NOTES SCORE 

Overall knowledge of history 
on the issues 

  (up to 1) 

Other PAC/donor rejections 
(re: corporations, 
environmental threats, etc…) 

  (up to 1) 

Union membership   (up to 1) 

Interactions with NCM PA 
online (commitment to 
uplifting anti-police state 
content) 

  (up to 1) 

Other (aggregated from 
above categories; please list) 

  (up to 1) 

Total   (up to 5) 

 
Aggregated totals 

CATEGORY SCORE TOTALS 

Positions on Campaign Finance  11 /15 

Positions on Policing & Prisons 17 /20 

Positions on Racial & Class Justice 12 /15 

Positions on Budgeting 7 /10 

Positions on Education 8 /10 

Positions on Youth Empowerment 8 /10 

General Categories 16 /20 

Bonus Points (up to 5) 
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OVERALL TOTAL  79/100 (plus 5 possible “bonus points”) 
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BACKGROUND SEARCH 
 
A background search conducted on Xander Orenstein yielded no concerning results. 
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VERBAL DELIBERATION NOTES 
edited for clarity 

 
6 NCM PA State Team Members in attendance. 
 
Pros 

- State team got overall good vibes from the candidate--incredibly personable. 
- Received a perfect score on abolition 
- Understands how our system is failing; great explanation on how we equate justice with 

revenge, and how that’s not justice whatsoever. 
 
Cons 

- Lacking on explaining how to reinvest in the community (although does not really apply 
as a magistrate).  

 
Vote:  

- 6 Yes 
- 0 No 
- 0 Abstain 

 
Status: ENDORSED 
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STATEMENT ON ENDORSEMENT STATUS 
 

The NCM PA team voted unanimously to endorse Xander Orenstein’s candidacy for District 

Magistrate in Pittsburgh’s 6th and 9th wards. Orenstein demonstrated immense knowledge 

about and commitment to decarceration and police abolition, earning the enthusiastic support of 

the NCM PA team. The applicant was personable, thorough, and showed their deep knowledge 

on issues from education to criminal justice to gun violence prevention to youth empowerment, 

and beyond. Their notions of justice are clearly rooted in transformative, rather than punitive, 

justice, making the NCM PA team confident they would serve as a fair, approachable, and likely 

transformational magistrate. 

 

-- 

 

The NCM PA team is proud to announce our endorsement of Xander Orenstein for District 

Magistrate in Pittsburgh’s 6th and 9th wards! Orenstein demonstrated immense knowledge 

about and commitment to decarceration and police abolition, earning the enthusiastic support of 

the NCM PA team. Orenstein, in their application, made a convincing case for their approach to 

changemaking within the scope of the office they are seeking, stating: “Our justice system is 

antiquated - built for a different time by a set of people with a very different set of values. While 

we can not build it anew overnight, we can work within it to produce fairness where many times 

there seems to be none, and bring relief to those who might otherwise not have a chance.” 

 


